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BOARD OF REGENTS 
BRIEFING PAPER 

1. AGENDA ITEM TITLE:  UNR Honorary Doctorate of Humane Letters to Carrie and Mary Dann

MEETING DATE:  March 3-4, 2022

2. BACKGROUND & POLICY CONTEXT OF ISSUE:
The University of Nevada, Reno is pleased to nominate posthumously sisters, Mary and Carrie Dann 
for the Honorary Doctorate of Humane Letters in proud recognition of their significant contributions 
to the the state of Nevada and the Western Shoshone Tribe.  

Please see the Honorary Degree Form for more details. 

3. SPECIFIC ACTIONS BEING RECOMMENDED OR REQUESTED:
Brian Sandoval, President of the University of Nevada, Reno requests approval to present 
posthumously to Carrie and Mary Dann with an Honorary Doctorate of Humane Letters.  

4. IMPETUS (WHY NOW?):
After decades of advocacy for the Western Shoshone Tribe and other Nevada Tribes, Mary and 
Carrie Dann the University of Nevada, Reno would like to acknowledge their work and commitment. 

5. CHECK THE NSHE STRATEGIC PLAN GOAL THAT IS SUPPORTED BY THIS REQUEST:
 Access (Increase participation in post-secondary education)
 Success (Increase student success)
 Close the Achievement Gap (Close the achievement gap among underserved student populations)
 Workforce (Collaboratively address the challenges of the workforce and industry education needs of

Nevada)
 Research (Co-develop solutions to the critical issues facing 21st century Nevada and raise the overall

research profile)
X    Not Applicable to NSHE Strategic Plan Goals 

INDICATE HOW THE PROPOSAL SUPPORTS THE SPECIFIC STRATEGIC PLAN GOAL 

6. BULLET POINTS TO SUPPORT REQUEST/RECOMMENDATION:
Honorary degrees may be awarded to persons who have made significant contributions to the 
improvement of the quality of academic programs and academic life at the University of Nevada, 
Reno. 

• Mary and Carrie Dann co-founded the Western Shoshone Defense Project, which chronicles
the battle to preserve unceded Western Shoshone homelands to the U.S. Government. It is
now housed within University of Nevada, Reno University Libraries Special Collections and
University Archives department.

• The Defense Project is a collection of documents spanning decades that demonstrates the
Project’s mission to affirm Western Shoshone jurisdiction over Western Shoshone ancestral
homelands by protecting, preserving, and restoring Shoshone rights and lands for present and
future generations.

• Carrie Dann also advocated for Native American Tribes in Southern Nevada. She also
protested against mining companies contaminating sacred land and waters of the Western
Shoshone.
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7. POTENTIAL ARGUMENTS AGAINST THE REQUEST/RECOMMENDATION: 
There may be other individuals who need to be honored at this time. 
 

 
8. ALTERNATIVE(S) TO WHAT IS BEING REQUESTED/RECOMMENDED: 
Consider this request at another time. 
 

 
9. RECOMMENDATION FROM THE CHANCELLOR’S OFFICE: 

 
 
10. COMPLIANCE WITH BOARD POLICY: 

X     Consistent With Current Board Policy:   Title #__4__   Chapter #__1___   Section #__15___ 
 Amends Current Board Policy:     Title #_____   Chapter #_____  Section #_______ 
 Amends Current Procedures & Guidelines Manual:   Chapter #_____  Section #_______ 
X    Other:___Procedures and Guidelines Manual: Chapter 8, Section 1.2 
   Fiscal Impact:        Yes_____      No__x___ 
          Explain:  
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